Inscape/Selve/Instress

· Definition of Inscape – the unique design of each thing that gives it its uniqueness (even a poem has inscape)

· Problem:  If everything is so unique, then how is there any connection?  For example, with poetry, don't we fall into a sense of solipsism?

· Each thing "selves" its inscape, which means that it enacts its inscape.

· At the same time, humans recognize each thing's inscape.  This act of recognition or knowing is called instress.

· Since everything has the stamp of divine creation on it the act of instress is worshipping God because it's the act of recognizing God.

· The act of instress also allows for connection because everything can find connection through God.

How does this occur in the form of Hopkins's poetry?

· Nouns vs. adjectives:  Nouns show what things have in common while adjectives show how they are different.

· Rhyme/Alliteration/Consonance

· Neologisms

· Puns (God's creation rhymes and chimes in a divine patterning)

· Meter/Sprung Rhythm (so that each poem has its distinctive design):  Lines have a given number of stresses, but the number and placement of unstressed syllables is highly variable.  This allows a sameness (in the same # of stresses) but a uniqueness (in the variability/placement of syllables).

 How does this occur in the concepts in Hopkins's poetry?

· Metaphor is a conceptual rhyme.  That is, images can rhyme in the sense of "sounding" alike.  In their sameness, we see patterns much like we do in aural rhyming.

Looking at "The Windhover"

· The three main images:  1) Falcon/Windhover 2) Plough 3) Coal dropping from grate

· A fourth implied image is Christ.

· All these images connect by buckling (falling… like Christ's falling on the Cross) but in buckling (falling), they buckle (join together).

