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Paper #2 – Topics

For those students who chose the two-short-paper option:

Assignment:  Select one of the following topics and write a 3-4 page essay exploring the topic in detail.  Your essay may address 1-2 texts.  You do not need to answer all the questions given in a topic.  The questions are just aids in helping you think about the topic.  You may also create your own topic but you must clear it with me first.  

For those students who chose the one-long-paper option:

Assignment:  Select one of the attached topics and write a 7-8 page essay exploring the topic in detail.  Your essay must address at least 2 texts and no more than 3. You do not need to answer all the questions given in a topic.  The questions are just aids in helping you think about the topic.  

Due date:  The paper is due by Monday, June 26 in class.  Please do not miss class to complete your paper.  You have a grace period until Wednesday, June 28 by 3:00 p.m.  You may submit your paper by that date/time and it will not be penalized.  After then, each day your paper is late, it will be deducted by 20 points a day.  If you turn it in after 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, it will still count as a day late.  I will not accept any late papers after Friday, June 30 at the final exam. 

Logistics:  *
The paper should be typed and double-spaced, with 1” margins on all sides.  


*
There is no need to include a separate title page.  Instead, put the title on the first page of your essay.  


*
Standard 12-point font should be used.  Do not use exceptionally large or exploded fonts such as “Courier” or “Comic Sans”.  


*
If your paper is less than seven pages, at the most it will only receive half the total points possible.


*
Provide citations for your quotes including page numbers for novels, or lines for poetry, and acts/scenes for drama.

Suggestions: Include a specific thesis statement and use ample evidence from the text(s)  (including direct quotations) to support your argument.  You may also create your own topic but you must clear it with me first.  Be aware that you are expected to refer to passages that we have not discussed in class and that you are responsible to produce original ideas.  Papers that simply regurgitate class discussion will not receive a grade higher than a “B.”    I am expecting an in-depth paper rather than a comprehensive one.  Therefore, focusing on two texts (and specific passages) will make your essay more effective.

Topics:

1.
What is the text’s attitude towards religion?  Does the speaker/narrator find solace in religion, or is it a source of tension?  How does the text reconstruct (or deconstruct) a western Judeo-Christian view of religion?  What role does Fate play?  Is it the same as religion?

2.
How does the text comment on gender roles?  In what ways do the characters blur gender roles?  In what ways do the characters feel the pressures of their gender roles?  In what ways do the characters feel a sense of empowerment through their gender?

3.
What is the effect of doubling or Doppelgangers in the text?  What double(s) exist in the text and how does this doubling convey a sense of the character and his/her significance?

4.
What is the role of nature? How does nature work in relation to culture and/or man?  Is it in harmony with culture or in tension with it?  What comment does the text make about industrialization and technology?

5.
In what ways is the racial Other represented and explored in the text (this could include Ireland as Other as well)?  Does the quest for expansion and colonialism come into play?  Is the racial Other used to explore other forms of oppression and domination in the text?

6.
In what ways are middle-class ideologies enforced onto the characters in the text?  More specifically, what role do economics play in the text?

7.
What is the individual’s role within the community?  Does the text move towards a reunion with the community or does it move towards a solipsistic self?

8.
How does memory function in the text?  How is memory affected especially considering time and bias?  What role does repression play in memory?  Another way to explore this topic is to consider history.  Is history the same as time?  What is the text’s view of history?

9.
How is Death portrayed in the text and what are the characters’ attitudes towards it?  Do the characters desire immortality or do they embrace Death?  Why?

10.
In what ways is the text self-reflexive? Does it rely on a mise en abyme?  If so, how does writing, reading, or art function in this sense?  Does the text comment on the role of the poet/artist?  Does it comment on the role of the reader?

11.
Does the text suggest that identity is inherent or constructed? Does the text believe that a person can know oneself?  What role does the subconscious play?

12.
What is the role of language in the text?  How does the text explore the issue of communication?  Do characters experience a breakdown in communication?  If so, what are some possible causes of this breakdown?  Do characters ever achieve connection?

13.
How does the form of the text convey its meaning?  For example, consider frame narration, autobiography, dramatic monologue, conversation poem, sonnet, etc. when discussing this topic.

14.
Discuss the intertextuality of the text.  Does the text include allusions to other literary works?  If so, what is the significance of these other works within the text?

