I.
Movement to where?


A.
Progression or regression

1.
Imperialism/Colonialism implies forward movement




a.
Conquering of land




b.
Civilizing of natives




c.
Expansion of capitalism



2.
Text challenges notion of progression




a.
Moves further into darkness 

b.
Moves backwards in history


B.
Exterior or interior



1.
Movement “out”

a.
Setting is outside – on the boat, in the jungle

b.
Contrast to the “home”



2.
Movement “in”

a.
Marlow becomes more solipsistic as narrative progresses (free indirect discourse)




b.
Kurtz is in the “interior” of the jungle

II.
The heart of darkness


A.
Identity and consciousness


1.
Abjection



a.
Definition




b.
Compared with the sublime



2.
Africa as double of Europe




a.
“The horror” (man’s cruelty, homosexuality)




b.
Problem of representation of darkness as “the horror”

3.
Modernist view of identity


B.
Can we ever know the self?



1.
Disembodied voice




a.
Invention of the phonograph




b.
Tension between representation and presence



2.
Repression/Turning away




a.
Role of memory




b.
Silence

III.
Storytelling


A.
Keeping a secret


B.
Lying to the Intended



1.
What if it wasn’t a lie?

2.
Protection of women 




a.
As a way of defining masculine space




b.
Inability to keep the darkness away from the private sphere

