*
History of his work


1850s
Poems

1860s
Literary criticism and social criticism

1870s
Religious and educational writings

1880s
Second set of essays in literary criticism

*
Poetry vs. prose

Prose

- 
Four-point formula of the four powers:  

conduct

intellect and knowledge

beauty

social life and manners

(Gave British Victorian middle class an “A” in conduct but considered them failing in all other categories.)


-
Anti-Victorian:  because of attacks against the inadequacies of puritanism.

Victorian:  The puritan middle classes can be changed; they are educable.

-
Carlyle and Ruskin on Victorians as “Philistines”

-
On religion:  “Men cannot do without it; the other that they cannot do with it as it is.”  Religion was not to be preserved because of its credibility but because it was an agent of “culture”—it contributed to making humanity more civilized

-
On culture:  Culture is defined by having the qualities of an open-minded intelligence


- 
Critic should be a serious thinker who could offer guidance for his readers


-
Why did Arnold virtually abandon the writing of poetry and shift into criticism?  In his prose he takes the role of a “healer” of a sick society.  


Poetry

-
To help make life bearable, poetry must bring joy.  It must “inspirit and rejoice the reader” “convey a charm, and infuse delight.”

-
Such demand does not exclude tragic poetry but does exclude works “in which suffering finds no vent in action; in which a continual state of mental distress is prolonged.”

*
Tension in his poetry


-
In his poetry, he provides a record of a sick individual in a sick society.

-
How is a full and enjoyable life to be lived in a modern industrial society?

-
Feelings of loneliness and isolation as a lover

-
Longing for a serenity that he cannot find

-
Melancholy sense of the passing of youth

-
Despair in a universe in which humanity’s role seemed incongruous  (anticipation of modernism)

