	
	

	
	

	
	



We were the children of the 1950's and John F. Kennedy's young stalwarts of the early 1960's. He told the world that Americans would go anywhere, pay any price, bear any burden in the defense of freedom. We were the down payment on that costly contract, but the man who signed it was not there when we fulfilled his promise. John F. Kennedy waited for us on a hill in Arlington National Cemetery, and in time, by the thousands, we came to fill those slopes with our white marble markers and to ask on the murmur of the wind if that was truly the future he had envisioned for us.

…

So once, just this once, this is how it all began, what it was really like, what it meant to us and what we meant to each other. It was no movie. When it was over the dead did not get up and dust themselves off and walk away. The wounded did not wash away the red and go on with life unhurt. Those who were, miraculously, unscratched were by no means untouched. Not one of us left Vietnam the same young man he was when he arrived.

Theme 1 assignment: Mr. Green 

A 200+ word biography of one of the characters from The tale of Keiu

Theme 2 assignment: The Tale of Kieu

Mid-Term: The Making of a Quagmire

Logic Quiz

Research Paper (2000+ words)

Final Exam

In 'Mr. Green' Butler develops the theme of ___________ through the use of (one of the five elements of literature, or a restricted version of that, e.g. bird imagery) ______________." 

1. Study Robert Olen Butler's great (Well, it did win the Pulitzer Prize) short story, "Mr. Green" at 
http://www.deanza.edu/faculty/swensson/green.html 

2. Study "The Body Paragraph in Unit 3 of the writing text, 
http://lore.fhda.edu/faculty/swensson/unit3.html. 

3. Study "The Elements of Literature" in Unit 10 of the writing text, 
http://lore.fhda.edu/faculty/swensson/unit10.html 

4. Post a 200 word (minimum) body paragraph that starts with the following topic sentence: "In 'Mr. Green' Butler develops the theme of___________through the use of (one of the five elements of literature, or a restricted version of that, e.g. bird imagery)______________" 

For this paragraph only, do it by yourself and without the help of a peer editor. Think small. Restrict. You only have one paragraph here. The more effective paragraphs will not deal with the main character. You may use parenthetical notes here (See Unit 4) but they are not required, nor do you need a Works Cited for this assignment. Do follow the tenants of good paragraphing exhaustively enumerated in Unit 3. 

Use the terminology in Unit 10. The themes might be "the individual and nature," "gender roles," or one of many other choices. The elements of literature are five and they are explained in detail in Unit 10. This diagnostic theme will be used to assign you to a peer editing group later in the course. 

Paste or type your response below. If your instructor has authorized other forms of assignment submission (such as an attached file or a web page) you may select an alternative here:

In 'Mr. Green' Butler develops the theme of a woman's self-discovery through the use of a plot that illustrates the inner conflicts she feels because of her traditional Vietnamese upbringing. The structure of the story unfolds throughout the life of the protagonist from a child living in Vietnam to middle adulthood living in America. The story is told in first person through the point of view of the main character. In the setting of a family environment, a female, the protagonist, maintains a close relationship to two antagonists, her grandfather, and a parrot, who symbolizes family and the passage of time. While a child, the female develops conflicts with the harsher aspects of being Vietnamese. Her grandfather is the catalyst for her struggles with religion, gender, and death. In the story, she becomes invalidated for being female when her grandfather tells her that she cannot worship ancestors because she is not male. She also learns that her Catholic religion is less than admired by her grandfather. Her struggles become more complex when she acknowledges her first experience with death. Her grandfather takes her to the market to purchase some sparrows, brings them home, and she learns from her mother how to twist the heads to prepare them for dinner. Eventually, her struggles are further complicated by the experience of her grandfather's illness and death. In adulthood she provides care for Mr. Green, the parrot bequeathed to her from her grandfather. It is while she is caring for this parrot that she comes to realize that her current struggles are due to conflicts from the past; mainly because of her grandfather. I believe the climax of the story is when she realizes that her grandfather, while dead, continues to influence her conflicts through the life of the parrot. The parrot symbolizes the presence of her grandfather and eventually she kills the parrot when the first signs of its impending death are near. By swiftly ending the parrot's suffering, the act symbolizes her deeper self realization and self acceptance. 

EWRT 2 Assignments:  

1. Biography

(DONE)

Go to the Student Exchange section of the Forums, and post your biography. 
"YOUR BIOGRAPHY"   
 
The Bio requirements are as shown on THE FORUM: Answer these six questions IN CONSIDERABLE DETAIL (first impressions count), and by these answers your classmates will know you. 

1. What is your claim to fame? 
2. In what town do you live? 
3. What is your current occupation and place of employment? 
4. What is your major and to where are you planning on transferring? 
5. What is your email address?(Optional) If you are willing to share your phone number so that other students may call you, please post it here. 
6. Why are you taking this course? 

AFTER YOU HAVE POSTED YOUR BIO, PLEASE CUT AND PASTE IT INTO A MESSAGE FORM (GO TO MESSAGES) AND SEND IT TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE CLASS. THE PURPOSE OF THIS IS TWOFOLD: TO GET TO KNOW YOU AND TO GET YOU USED TO SENDING MESSAGES TO THE ENTIRE CLASS. THAT IS HOW WE BUILD COMMUNITY--THANKS

2. Analysis 

(DONE)

Write a minimum 150 word analysis of The Prologue to WE WERE SOLDIERS ONCE AND YOUNG. While this is ungraded, you may rest assured that your classmates and your teacher, will read your analysis. This is an emotional response, a textual response, or a logical response. Is this good writing or is it fantasy? What makes it good or bad? Feel free to respond critically in any fashion that you choose. Be honest and feel free to take some risks--be honest. 

You may wish to consult the excellent website for context: http://www.lzxray.com/prolog.htm 

STRONGLY SUGGEST THAT YOU WATCH THE DOWNLOADABLE VIDEO OF MR. GALLOWAY READING "THE PROLOGUE" AT DE ANZA COLLEGE. 

Downloading instructions are in the greensheet which is located in the Classroom

3. Mr. Green

(WORK IN PROGRESS)
1. Study Robert Olen Butler's great (Well, it did win the Pulitzer Prize) short story, "Mr. Green" at 
http://www.deanza.edu/faculty/swensson/green.html
2. Study "The Body Paragraph in Unit 3 of the writing text, 
http://lore.fhda.edu/faculty/swensson/unit3.html.

3. Study "The Elements of Literature" in Unit 10 of the writing text, 
http://lore.fhda.edu/faculty/swensson/unit10.html
4. Post a 200 word (minimum) body paragraph that starts with the following topic sentence: "In 'Mr. Green' Butler develops the theme of___________through the use of (one of the five elements of literature, or a restricted version of that, e.g. bird imagery)______________" 

For this paragraph only, do it by yourself and without the help of a peer editor. Think small. Restrict. You only have one paragraph here. The more effective paragraphs will not deal with the main character. You may use parenthetical notes here (See Unit 4) but they are not required, nor do you need a Works Cited for this assignment. Do follow the tenants of good paragraphing exhaustively enumerated in Unit 3. 

Use the terminology in Unit 10. The themes might be "the individual and nature," "gender roles," or one of many other choices. The elements of literature are five and they are explained in detail in Unit 10. This diagnostic theme will be used to assign you to a peer editing group later in the course. 

4. Kieu Biography Paragraph

After pasting and submitting your assignment below, please go to the Academic Forums and post the same reply in the topic: KIEU BIOGRAPHY PARAGRAPH . The reason for the double post is so that as a community we can all learn from each other's work, but by your pasting the assignment in the assignments section, I will be able to give you your private comments back, as well as enter your points in the grade book.

Write a minimum 200 word biography of one of the following characters from THE TALE OF KIEU: 

· Kim Trong

· Thuy Van

· Dam Tien

· Scholar Ma

· Thuc Ky Tham

· Miss Hoan (Mrs Tham)

· Giac Duyen

· Tu Hai. 

Your biography must show what the character does throughout the work--yes that will require your reading ahead. What do you know about the character and how do you know it? This will be a paragraph or two--no more than three. Make sure that you include parenthetical line numbers (As opposed to Page Numbers)--see Unit 6, Documentation, at http://lore.fhda.edu/faculty/swensson/unit6.html 

NOTE: This is not an argumentative paragraph--rather it is a summary, though you may use some analysis in your paragraph. Also, you may write Theme 2 on the same character that you choose to write about here. You should also include a Works Cited entry for THE TALE OF KIEU (50 points). THE TALE OF KIEU webpage is at 
http://www.deanza.edu/faculty/swensson/kieu.html

5. Theme 2

(Type or paste your assignment description here.)

Before even thinking about writing Theme 2, you must have studied and absorbed the parts & pieces of The Argumentative Theme as discussed in Unit 4 of the Writing Guide. I will evaluate the organizational aspects of your paper according to the argumentative form explained therein. So for starters, STUDY 
http://lore.fhda.edu/faculty/swensson/unit4.html


Note: Because this is EWRT 2, I assume you know how to do parenthetical notes and Works Cited in accordance with the MLA, Modern Language Association, convention. You should have learned that skill in EWRT 1A and or 1B. Notwithstanding, you may wish to study Unit 6 "Documentation/ Grammar Guide" in the homepage. See 
http://lore.fhda.edu/faculty/swensson/unit6.html

Attend peer editing meeting. Bring, at minimum, a four part outline (See Unit 4 --an outline has four and only four parts to it) which responds to the Theme 2 assignment. 

THEME 2. Analyze how Nguyen Du uses an element of literature to develop a theme in THE TALE OF KIEU, or if you wish to push yourself to an even higher level, argue whether "The Tale of Kieu is Immoral," a hypothesis advanced by a critically thinking, good student in this course. If you choose this route--in addition to using some definition of moral/immoral -- use the Toulmin model of first acknowledging the opposition--see Unit 4.2.3.1 of the Writing Guide. That is to say, in your first body paragraph, you want to assume that the opposite of your position is true. If you believe this work to be immoral, in your first body paragraph you should advance the arguments for the morality of the work. 

If you believe it to be a moral work, and that is your thesis, in your first body paragraph you must advance the arguments that would cause one to believe it to be an immoral work. In either case you will need at least two body paragraphs to offset the first negative paragraph or vice versa. (We are obviously talking Comparison/Contrast here--see Unit 4.2.3.2 (subject-by-subject). No matter which approach you choose, think small. If you choose character as the element of literature, recommend you NOT write about the central character of KIEU--that is just too unrestricted. Deal with a minor character--and NOT the character you wrote about on the FORUM--or restrict yourself to a very limited aspect of Kieu's personality.

In another example, if you wish to write about imagery, limit yourself to a particular type of imagery: nature imagery, imagery of smell, weather imagery, etc. You may also choose to do a close reading of a limited, but significant portion of the text, using quotations and summary to support your assertions. NO PLOT SUMMARY!!!!!! The class has already read the book. Feel free to use the Forums to ask questions or offer comments, critical or otherwise, about this assignment. Minimum 750 words, with parenthetical notes and Works Cited. In your Works Cited include a statement summarizing with whom you worked and for how long. Below your final copy, paste ONE of the peer edited copies that you received from your group. (In the Works Cited you will tell me who else peer edited in your group). (100 points)

Email a draft to your group for peer editing. Use all caps to peer edit, and return the paper to the original author with your comments and critique in ALL CAPS

6. Midterm Exam:

This is a test gateway. You can begin your test by clicking the "Yes, begin test" link below. Before doing so, please be sure you understand your instructor's policy regarding taking this test along with any additional details listed below.

Important:

Your instructor has established that this test be taken in a single session. Once you click 'begin' you will have to complete and submit it. You will NOT be able to enter (i.e., view or begin) the test a second time.   Your instructor has set a time limit of 120 (adjusted for accommodation) minutes for this test. One you begin, you will have to submit it within that time. The system will not accept a submission if you exceed that limit. 

Instructor's Comments:

When you are ready, you will receive 20 randomized questions worth one point each. You will have 120 minutes to answer the 20 questions--OPEN BOOK. The second half of the test is to post a paragraph (or two) response to a short essay question which is found on the forum. I am being super generous with time--you must complete this by 22 May. This must be individual work. Any sharing of questions or answers with another student is CHEATING and will result in your failing the course. Regards, JKS 

7. Logic Quiz: 

After studying Unit 5 and the links, write ten questions on logic and post them to the Forum. E-mail the answers to your instructor at swenssonjohn@fhda.edu. The questions may be true-false, multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, or short essay. This assignment may be done in your peer editing group; it will best be accomplished that way. If you choose to do a group submission, list the names of all members of the group who should receive credit and I will assign the same grade to each named member of the group. Once a group has posted their questions to the forum, class members will respond to the questions in threaded messages. 

You MUST respond to at least one quiz from another group. The correctness of your answers to others' quizzes will not be graded, but your participation will. (40 points)

8. EWRT 2 RESEARCH PAPER – Critical Thinking about the Viet Nam Conflict:

Size: Minimum 2000 words with 6 references including at least one reference from the Internet and one reference from the Apocalypse, Unit 5, Logic. Posting, hard copy, web page, or email acceptable. If you include pictures and appendices, hard copy or web page may be your medium of choice. The medium is not important; the quality of the research and the argument will decide the grade. Early on in the quarter you should decide on a topic that interests you, and your choice of topic will drive your selection of optional books and movies during the quarter. 

The joy of research comes from restriction, narrowing down to a very small topic, and researching deeply and imaginatively into it, and thinking deeply about it. You then organize an argument and document it, following the principles of Units 3, 4, 5, & 6 of the Apocalypse. 

I encourage you to peer edit another paper, and have your own paper peer edited, according to the principles in Unit 9. 

note: We will have an optional Research Paper meeting on Thursday, March 4th from 7-8:30 PM in the DeCillis Collection, 2d floor of the Learning Center. Bring a topic, an outline, or a rough draft research paper and join us.

GENERAL TOPICS:

A. Find one argument in Martin Luther King's seminal antiwar sermon "A Time to Break Silence," and argue the reliability (See Unit 5 for this definition-an argument is reliable when we are sufficiently convinced of its truth to believe it or act upon it.) of that argument. Examples might be MLK's claim that Ho Chi Minh's land reform was benevolent, that the US set up "concentration camps," or that the poor bore a disproportionate share of the burden of the war. Some Vietnamese students have used their grandparents as sources on land reform-think imaginatively. For the sermon see: http://www.deanza.edu/faculty/swensson/king.html

B. Analyze a major work, again using outside references in addition to that work. Examples of major, outside works, are included in the Supplemental Reading List for the course, such as , Sheehan's A BRIGHT SHINING LIE, Caputo's A RUMOR OF WAR, Baritz' BACKFIRE, Prochnau's ONCE UPON A DISTANT WAR (The media in VN) or such films as THE DEER HUNTER, APOCALYPSE NOW (REDUX), or GO TELL THE SPARTANS.

C. Do an analysis of ONE of the ten links (see the Overview Power Point Presentation on the Vietnam Conflict in the Classroom in ETUDES) to Viet Nam enumerated in Loren Baritz' BACKFIRE. Or, using those reasons why we did what we did and Baritz' tripartite scheme that says the US goes to war because of its mythology, its reliance on technology, and its bureaucracy, attempt to answer a question already raised by a student in this course: "When should the US go to War?" Or starting with Baritz' notions about technology, examine the function of the helicopter in DISPATCHES-make connections between and among. QUAGMIRE may well be a source in ANY paper for this course, or KIEU, or H&E or C&M or PA.

D. Argue a contribution of a cultural group to the Viet Nam Conflict. Examples might include Women in Viet Nam, Hispanics in Viet Nam, African-Americans in Viet Nam, Filipinos, Puerto Ricans, Koreans, or Native Americans. It will, of course, be necessary to RESTRICT within this topic say to Nurses, the PHILCAGV (Philippine Civic Action Group, Vietnam), or the Lone Mountain Apaches.

E. Examine the role of the Media in Viet Nam. There are hundreds of available sources on this topic, but some which come immediately to mind are ONCE UPON A DISTANT WAR, QUAGMIRE, DISPATCHES, THE GREEN BERETS Movie; there are many books that address this topic in the DeCillis Research Book Collection.

F. Select any limited topic of interest to you about the Viet Nam Conflict and submit (via email) a written outline of your argument. I will be glad to help you with sources; that process can start as soon as you begin to think about a topic. Email [swensson@dadistance.fhda.edu]. You can also make an appointment to meet with Mr. DeCillis by emailing [decillis_collection@hotmail.com].

One example of Process: One morning I was reading a detailed chronology of the early years of American involvement in a book published in 1965. There I read that on 15 November, 1963, "a US military spokesman in Saigon reports that 1000 servicemen will be withdrawn from Viet-Nam, beginning December 3" (Raskin and Fall 393). I had always thought that this decision was Top Secret and contained within National Security Memorandum 263, and would have been declassified after the off year election. Recall that Diem was assassinated on 1 November, Kennedy on 22 November. Kennedy, who was a Democrat, was in Texas campaigning and his decision to withdraw troops was classified so that he would not be accused of being soft on Communism. An examination of this critical period and decision would make an interesting research paper. Oliver Stone made a movie with his hypothesis (JFK). What is yours? Well, you would have to do some initial research. I would start with books on JFK's involvement in Viet Nam. I would also go to the WEB. Note how small my area of focus is. There is great JOY in doing narrow research. It is how we generate new knowledge. One quarter I had a student who did a research paper on what contributed to the American massacre at My Lai. She did original research, much of it by email, with, historians, writers, Viet Nam Veterans, and others. Much of the research was open to the class, on the listserv. In her final paper she disagreed with a major author who had sent her his thoughts on why My Lai. It was a splendid paper. Your will be too-if you find a small topic that creates passion. I will certainly take papers on the antiwar movement in the US, or Japan; I will even take papers on 'Hanoi Jane' Fonda. 

And if you have a relative who served in the Vietnam Conflict (or lived in Vietnam during "The American War" see me about doing a first person interview.

WORKS CITED

Raskin, Marcus G. and Bernard B. Fall. THE VIET-NAM [sic] READER: ARTICLES AND DOCUMENTS ON AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY AND THE VIET-NAM CRISIS. New York: Random House, 1965.

NOTE: you must incorporate the works from the course into your papers, as discussed above. And ALL of your research MUST be documented in accordance with the principles of good documentation discussed in Unit 6. Any student who passes off the work of others as her/his own will receive an F on the paper. I have failed students in the past for this reason. I put your web work into search engines. I encourage you to work with each other, even though you are writing separate papers. In your Works Cited (See Unit 6) include a statement regarding with whom you worked and for how long. 

Do NOT even cause me to question your work. Stay Honest!!! – JKS

Note: For those of you who live in the area, we have a wonderful collection of 2000 books (and magazines and 600 videotapes) on the Viet Nam Conflict in the DeCillis Collection, 2nd floor of the Learning Center. Mr. Paul DeCillis  will be available to help you with your research. He will meet you in the library in the evening if you set up an appointment. Email him at: DeCillis_Collection@hotmail.com. Find a topic, do some research, narrow that topic from your evidence, research more narrowly and then organize an argument. Also see the research topics on the Vietnam Conflict Research Portal found on the Internet at:

http://www.deanza.edu/faculty/swensson/ewrt2vn.html
7. FINAL EXAM-EWRT 2
FALL 2004

"Once an eagle, flying through the air, was struck by a dart. And, when he saw the fashion of the feathers on the shaft, exclaimed, 'not by others, but by our own hands, are we now smitten'"
AESCHYLUS, ca. 437 a.d.

DIRECTIONS: Write a well organized argumentative essay responding to one  of the questions , below. Your essay should be a minimum of 600 words in length, contain a clear thesis and supporting Topic Sentences (Unit 4), and will contain a Works Cited (Unit 6) in accordance with the MLA format--though it must have at least two entries, one for the work (or works) you are writing about, and one required statement that says with whom you worked and for how long, or a statement to the effect that you worked alone and a supporting rationale, e.g. work nightshift, no friends, bad breath etc.--which I do not encourage. WORK TOGETHER--trade drafts via email or some other means. You must, however, keystroke your own paper, even though you and your collaborators might use the same outline.

The Final is due posted in the assignments section with the entire argumentative theme and Works Cited by NOON, Thursday, DECEMBER. If you choose to do this as a webpage, you need only post the URL in the Assignments section.

Call questions to 408-590-4430, class message board, or email to swenssonjohn@deanza.edu. 

1. Analyze the critical thinking involved in the burning down of the village in PLATOON, using the evidence in the movie, in TMOQ, and/or Unit 5, Logic--and you may use other documented sources as well. The question is was the burning of the village justified/unjustified and why? 

2. Argue whether any one of the following movies is an outstanding movie: HEAVEN & EARTH, THE DEERHUNTER, APOCALYPSE NOW OR APOCALYPSE NOW REDUX, THE GREEN BERETS, BORN ON THE FOURTH OF JULY. After watching your film visit http://www.sru.edu/depts/artsci/engl/dpitard/vietnamfilms.htm. Additional reviews may be found at http://www.rottentomatoes.com
3. Argue whether Le Ly Hayslip is similar to or dissimilar from Thuy Kieu.

4. Analyze the actions of any of the members of the government of the Republic of South Vietnam as given in TMOQ, in light of lessons from THE TALE OF KIEU.

5. Compare and/or contrast the Christian Imagery/symbolism in PLATOON with the Buddhist imagery/symbolism in HEAVEN & EARTH. What roles do these religions play in the works. In PLATOON you will need to cite lines in the play--start with SGT Elias as Christ figure-but you will have to prove it.

6. Analyze any one section or chapter of Michael Herr's DISPATCHES or analyze Tobias Wolff's IN PHAROAH'S ARMY, or analyze one of Robert McNamara's arguments in THE FOG OF WAR. If you choose the lattter, take care to first state the argument precisely as McNamara states it.

7. Argue what important lessons Andrew Pham has for us in CATFISH & MANDALA, to include why you feel the lessons are important. Support your argument from the text.

8. Now that you are an expert on Viet Nam, what lessons do you see that we should apply in Iraq. Be careful to argue from fact, not emotion or political bias.

Note: You may not write about the same topic on the Final Exam that you addressed in your research paper--NO EXCEPTIONS.

Employ some critical thinking, take some risks, exhibit some scholarship, learn something and have some fun. Note this is a short essay-two pages only, worth 100 points.

********** 

"The Saigon I see isn't visceral. I'd be deceiving you if I took your hand to walk you through it. It isn't just something you see. It's what you feel, an echo in the blood that courses through you. It is a collage, a vanishing flavor, a poison, a metallic tinge, a barbarous joy, strange impressions indefinable in the usual ways.. ."

Andrew Pham, CATFISH & MANDALA, 1999

EXTRA CREDIT:

Movie Reviews.  More information on writing them to come.

· Errol Morris' THE FOG OF WAR (Fog of War is also a possible Final Exam topic)
· Francis Coppola's APOCALYPSE NOW (recommend the new, redux version) 

· Michael Wayne's THE GREEN BERETS 

· Oliver Stone's PLATOON 

· Oliver Stone's HEAVEN & EARTH (Note that this movie is based on a compilation of both of Le Ly Hayslip's books, WHEN HEAVEN AND EARTH CHANGED PLACES and CHILD OF WAR, WOMAN OF PEACE

