It’s Not Just About Grammar

Global revision is one of the most important aspects of writing tutoring because it is the part of revision that will ultimately bring the whole paper together. The desire to finish writing a paper as fast as possible is an ever-present temptation. In the writing of tedious and often boring academic essays, especially, it is natural that a student will overlook the main point. However, this technique does not necessarily yield the author’s best writing. In order to refine the content of one’s paper one must look critically at the paper’s entire content. When teaching students how to “globally revise” a paper there are three basic angles of revision that must be remembered. These are: checking the thesis and topic sentence, transitioning sentences, and the overall meaning of the paper. This technique can also be related to the world of creative writing, in which the writer must entertain the reader and follow a coherent plot. Thus, no matter what is being written, it is important to consider the paper’s content from start to finish.

When a tutor is assisting a tutee in checking the introduction of his or her paper, there are quite a few questions the tutor should keep in mind. Some of these are: Is there an attention getter, such as a quote, anecdote, allegory, etc.? Is it necessary? Are the points clear? Do they lead logically to the thesis? Is there a clear recognizable thesis? Where is it located in the paper? Is that the optimum location? Then one must focus entirely on the thesis and ask: Is it a complete sentence? Does it assert or argue a topic? Does it take a position? Is the language clear? Does it have or need a counter argument? Is it too broad or too narrow for the limitations of the assignment? Is it located in a logical position within the paragraph? (Coleman) The introduction and thesis are the core of an essay and therefore must be considered before any other part of the paper.

Additionally, once the thesis is determined it is a good idea to keep the thesis in mind at all times at make sure that it relates to the topic sentence of each paragraph. (Trungale) This is a good idea for keeping the entire paper relates back to the main point. It might even be a good idea to “copy and paste” the thesis and put it at the top of the paper of a rough draft. Ideally one should be able to look at any part of the paper and know what it is relating back to, so that the paper is well-supported and illustrates its thesis properly for the target audience.

Transitioning sentences are important in writing a paper because they signal how what direction ideas are going to flow. When revising a tutees paper for sentence flow it is important to ask the questions: Does this concluding sentence summarize the main idea of this paragraph and link the paragraph to the thesis in some way? Does this paragraph end by segueing into another topic? If so, will this transition be clear and smooth for the reader? This will assure that their paper progresses its ideas smoothly in a way that is not choppy or tangential.

Again, the overall meaning of the paper is centered around its thesis. It should effectively answer the infamous “So what?” question. The paper should be one, consistent document and, “the reader should be able to tell exactly who the paper’s audience is and what the paper’s purpose and topic are from both the thesis statement itself and from the whole paper.” (Trungale) The writing should engage the reader and consider the questions: Are there new points of argument within the conclusion? If so, is this the appropriate place for them? Are the main points of the argument restated in an interesting way? Is the conclusion simply a summary or does it draw some conclusion from the facts presented in the paper? Is the last sentence of the paper memorable or weak? (Coleman) By considering all of these important techniques, a tutor should be able to adequately advise their tutee on how to revise a fluent and coherent paper.

In realms of writing outside of academic papers global revision is still important because it is the stage of writing that emphasizes development and organization of a piece’s content. While beginning English writers are mainly constrained to the “PIE” paragraph writing format, the example of disorganized prose which have no formalized structure outside of plotline can still be relevant. Say that one was re-telling the story of “Goldilocks and the Three Bears.” One must organize the progression of ideas such that the climax is well-received. The writer must focus on their idea step by step. The main focus is the little girl who wanders into a bear’s lair by chance. She finds that the porridge is too hot, too cold, and then just right. She then finds the chairs which are too big, too small, and then just right. Finally, Goldilocks progesses to move to the bedroom where one bed is too hard, another too soft, and then the last is, again, “just right.” This leads to the climax when she is discovered by the bears and runs in fear back through the forest.

If the writer had not written the prose in a way that the progression of ideas made logical sense, Goldilocks would have run into the forest before even tasting the porridge. Or there may have been some random, irrelevant facts intertwined of which the author was not even aware. (Well, at least in children’s stories this would have been incorrect. Of course literature can have a form entirely its own.) As a judgment developed from personal experience, global revision is often over-looked because the author does not see their paper a being particularly exciting.

While few write for fun, everyone has to write for school at one point or another. Since school is the place where essays are most frequently demanded it is here that most people learn to globally revise. It is suggest by creative fiction writer Philip Gerard that:

There are at least three kinds of ‘global’ revisions before the writer gets to the happy stage of pointing the prose. (That is, just as a mason ‘points’ a hearth by carefully filling in mortar around all the joints of the cemented bricks or stones, leaving clean edges and a finished look, at this state the writer fills in all the gaps between words, solidifies the grammatical joints within sentences, smoothes out the transitions between sentences, and makes the whole artifice look straight, clean, and beautiful.) Global revision takes in the following points: 1. Revising for structure (integrity of whole, transitions, integrity of parts). 2. Revising for story (narrative stance, text, and theme). 3. Revising for quality (clarity, tone, emotional impact). (Wolf)

This is an interesting analyses because an academic paper’s thesis can almost be like the plotline of a story. A good academic paper is related back to real life with an interesting attention getter that works as a device to grab the reader’s attention at the start of the paper. The important issue is to get an attention grabber that is actually relevant to the rest of the paper’s content. Like any good story a properly revised essay will give the reader motivation to keep on reading. Because global revision demands that a writer think critically about his or her own writing from introduction to thesis to conclusion, it is a sure way to help develop a well-supported argument. The better supported an argument and the more smoothly its logic flows, the more sense it will make and the more interest it will gain from the reader. Global revision is an indispensable writing technique that should never be overlooked by a tutor. By globally revising one can solidify a paper’s content and help the writer to convey a better message overall.
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