ESL VS 1.5 GENERATION

            I remember when my Puentista teacher, Marc Coronado asked me to be Puentista’s tutor I was quite speechless for a few minutes.  I did not have any tutoring experience and to be completely honest, it was difficult for me to acknowledge that my writing was half as good as she said it was.  Nevertheless, I didn’t question her and decided to take the opportunity given to me and offer Puentistas the same support that my Puentista tutor gave me. During my tutoring experienced I faced challenges such as tutors forgetting to show or students lacking confidence in their writing.   But, as a tutor, I questioned myself, “How can I help change that?”  I realized that in order for me to comprehend the challenges that my tutees were facing I needed to research on the difficulties that ESL and 1.5 generations have. A high percentage of my tutees and that of my classmates are ESL and 1.5 generations.   Learning about their difficulties can help me search for strategies that can help today and future tutors use during their sessions.

            Students who speak English as a Second language (ESL) and 1.5 generation comprise a significant percentage of the nation’s school population.  The handout, “Notes on Generation 1.5,” identifies 1.5 generation as, “ Students whose home/native language is not English, and has had all or most of their education in the U.S.”.  ESL students are students who are born here but speak English as their second language.  What are the differences in both when it comes to writing?  For 1.5-generation students, they acquire language rather than learn it.  Many times these students are not placed in ESL classes, as a consequence, 1.5-generation do not get instruction in grammar.  The handout, “Notes on Generation 1.5,” clearly specifies the areas in grammar they struggle.  “1.5 students will use incorrect verb form, word forms, plurals, articles, and prepositions.”   Another area where 1.5 students struggle in writing is revising they’re writing or writing form sources.  Also, 1.5 generation cannot identify parts of speech of the grammatical terminology.  How can we help overcome these obstacles that they face.

            During the middle of my tutoring experience, I began to have in some of my sessions the, “English Tutor Resource Manual De Anza College.”  It was very helpful especially when I had to explain my tutees what subject- verb agreement were.  The resource gave me a definition and an example of the term.  It’s a good technique for a tutor to take a few minutes and explain to our tutees some grammatical terminology, so they can acquire this for future sessions.  Since 1.5-generation students struggle with revising, it’s a great idea to have a session where one can explain the process of revising described in “The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors.”  What I found very helpful in some of my sessions was to find ways to engage my tutees in their writing. How? By asking questions and simply saying, “What is you personal experience on this matter?”  Many times this simple question helped the student engage more in his paper and begin writing ideas on a separate paper to add later to their assignment.   One advice that Marc told me was to encourage my tutee to read his/her paper to a friend whose fist language is English.  I think it’s a great idea because they can hear the mistakes more accurately than someone’s whose English is their second language.

            ESL students learn English by being immersed in the language and culture of U.S.   They acquire English through their ears.  “Second-Language Writing in the Composition Classroom,” states “ They listened, took in oral language (from teachers, TV, grocery, clerks, friends, peers, and subconsciously began to form vocabulary, grammar and syntax rules.” (Pg 77)  When I went to interview Marc Coronado, English professor, she couldn’t have agreed more with ESL students learning English through their ears.  She said that many of her ESL students struggle with verb tense and that those errors occur partly because they learned English through their ears.  She used a sentence as an example to show this problem.  One of her ESL student wrote, “I went to the beach and let the sand get in my tow.  Now, what the student was trying to say is, “ I went to the beach and let the sand get in my toe,” but because this student have listened to the language rather than studied it, they may not even recognize the mistake. 

            During my tutoring experience I noticed that shyness was an issue to my ESL students.  ESL students felt intimidated, and scared to ask any question that related to their writing.  A few of my tutees considered their writing horrible and that they hated writing because they did not know how to express their feelings on certain topic.  This was especially true when they were given an assignment to read a book call, “Darker Shade of Crimson.” They didn’t like the book and they struggled a lot to even start a paragraph.   It was all in their confidence and I was able to see they were intimidated by the context of the book. 

Some strategies that any tutor can practice dealing with this issues that ESL students face is generating hope and encouragement.  Saying words like, “I understand is difficult, but let’s work together and I know you can get it done.”  Speaking slowly is a good technique because speaking slowly goes a long way in helping those ESL students who have poor listening skill and vocabulary.  Having a dictionary during the session is a great idea because the tutee can look up any unfamiliar words that they may not understand.  Sometimes a teacher will write very fancy words in the instructions of an assignment, in this case the dictionary will come in handy.  One of the most important advices is to always be aware that some ESL students may have come directly from cultures where the conventions of writing and expression of ideas are very different from the ones here.  Understanding this concept allows you to build trust and for your tutee to see that you understand the difficulties of his/her writing.

I know there’s so much more to learn about ESL and 1.5 generation. I just hope that for those that have decided to continue tutoring, this information will be helpful when you get the opportunity to work with both students.   Always encourage both students to take workshop skills in L47, or look up the website, http://faculty.deanza.edu/alvesdelimadiana.  Both have great resources that students and tutors can benefit.  The best strategy that I can give is to be patient, friendly and lots of encouragement.  Remember we are not teachers, but students who are helping other students achieve their academic goals.
