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Stronger Essays by Editing and Revising


Editing is the most important part during the writing process. Before I hand my essays in, I always revise at least three to four times, making sure the essay is strong, without grammatical errors. Although the input process provide writers the ideas and the actual writing process shape the essay, revising help writers to generate the   final product of an essay. In this paper, I will focus on three main areas for revising: development, grammar, language.


When revising the development of an essay, we have to bear in mind the thesis, the unity/coherence. A strong thesis statement has some claim; it is specific and usually expresses one main idea. The paper content should include everything stated in the thesis and exclude topics that are not mentioned in it. For instance, an essay with the thesis “Immigrants who come to the U.S. illegally should gain their citizenship in a legal way; the government should not provide amnesty to them to uphold equality and fairness,” we should expect the essay be about how immigrants are coming into the U.S. illegally, how to gain legal citizenship, how government had provided amnesty to them, and why government should not provide amnesty. The essay should not include details about illegal immigration in China since it is not related to the topic. 

       An essay on whole should have a sense of unity and coherence, meaning the supporting points and examples go along with the essay. Similar to the previous idea, the paragraph contents and the conclusion should be related to the thesis, and the content in the paragraph should refer to the topic sentence since topic sentence serves the function similar to a thesis in a paragraph. The technique of “PIE” might be useful in here. This is a technique that I learnt in my EWRT 100B class, and it means that you have to present your point, and provide illustration and explanation to that.  It is crucial for a reader to rewrite the thesis or eliminate details that are irrelevant when rewriting. By doing so, writers can come up with a stronger thesis and achieve coherence within the paper.

        While developing arguments and reasons for the claim, we have to make sure it is logical and acceptable. By saying so, I mean the writer should not commit logical fallacy; one of the examples will be Ad Hominem, meaning to attack or insult a person rather than addressing the reasons the person provided. Providing reasons that are acceptable means that the supporting reasons should be true. An unacceptable reason will be “All college students are smart” In addition to providing reasons that are true, the reasons provided should be sufficient. The number of reasons provided depends on the depth of the essay but a normal essay usually consists of three to four points. When we make an appeal logically and provide acceptable reasons, we had made a sound argument.    


After revising the overall organization, we will start to check the grammar on sentence level. Although many writers tend to correct grammar in the beginning of the revising process, it is better to amend it at the end. It is because you may spend time correcting the grammar in the beginning but end up deleting a whole sentence or whole paragraph when you are reviewing the organization and development. I will focus on 2 major grammar mistakes writers usually make. They are fragments and run-ons. To identify fragments, we have to be able to identify subject and verb. The subject is who or what the sentence talks about, and the verb can be located by finding what the sentence talks about the subject. A sentence must consist of a subject and a verb, and must express a complete thought. If a sentence does not have a subject or a verb, that sentence is a fragment. An example will be, “Peter the light off” or “changed his clothes and left his home.” If a sentence starts with a dependent word without having a complete sentence, that sentence is a fragment too. Dependent words include “after,” “if,” “because,” “when,” although,” etc. Fragments can be revised by adding a subject or verb, or making the idea complete. 

       Beside fragments, run-ons are also common among writers. Run-ons can be identified by spotting two complete sentences or thoughts that are joined together. Here is an example of run-ons: “There are nice quotes and examples within the article, the article is not a strong one since it is not organized enough and examples are presented without explanation.” Run-ons can be eliminated by placing a period between the two thoughts, separating them into two sentences. A comma and a subordinate can be used to correct run-ons too, and a semicolon can be used to separate two complete thoughts that are related. 

      Last but not least, writers can refine their language, making their essay more effective. A strong essay is specific, and writers use words that are specific and vivid. A way to write specifically is to eliminate ambiguous words. Ambiguous words can be identified by spotting words that do not refer to definite objects or idea, for example “things,” “stuff,”  “something,” “very,” “sometimes,” “a couple” and “good.” On the other hand, adverbs used to describe weak verbs can be replaced by one stronger verb. When revising the essay, writers can locate all their adverbs and replace the verb and adverb with another verb. 

       When revising, many useful tools can be used. For getting a better organization, identifying the different points is very crucial. I have a tutee that brought in a free written draft, mixing all the points and ideas together in one paragraph. In that session, I asked her to highlight each point and their related details with different colors. After separating the ideas, I asked her if she could find any points that are related, so she can group them together into paragraphs or find out the cause-and-effect- relationships. I found this technique very effective in organization details, and I will continue using it in my tutorial session. When analyzing the supporting reasons and details, writers should always be critical and ask questions regarding the essay. “Why,” “what,” “how” should always be asked. Putting yourself into a reader’s position enable writers to look at their own essays from a more distant and objective point of view. When revising the grammar, writers can read the essay out loud or ask another friend to read it out. This way, it is much easier to spot the errors, because the role being a writer has changed into a reader. In the end of the revising process, writers can make us of a revision checklist to ensure they have revised every aspect of the essay.


After editing your own paper, reviewing the development, grammar and language, your essay will be stronger. You will have a stronger thesis supported by sufficient and acceptable reasons, and there should be no grammatical errors.

