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N OTESS

Part I: Negotiating Personal Identity in Relationships

and played and held hands in public. He liked the idea of marriage and the goal of build-
ing a life rogether. He had met Madeline in a rock-climbing class at UNM during their
sophomore year, and ke could still recall how funny and smart and beautiful she was to
him that semester. There was no doubt in kis mind that she was the one he wanted to be
with for life. His family had been very supportive, and even his abuela had got past the
idea that ke was going to marry an anglo. Martin’s stomach dropped at the thaught of
his abuela; how could ke ever explain this to her? He knew that he needed ro ask Made-
line a very difficult question.

MARTIN: Madeline, do you really want to spend your life married to me?
MADELINE: Of course [ do! Martin, this isn’t about us and our future together. |

simply want to keep my name because it represents who [ @, just as your
name represents who you are.

MARTIN: So you think being an individual is more important than being in a
relationship?

MADELINE: I didn't say that! [ want our marriage to be a partnership of two in-
dividuals; our relationship adds to who we are without taking anything
away. ['m just trying to tell you that I've worked hard to create Madeline
Anderson, and I don’t want to throw all that away.

MARTIN: By marrying me?

MADELINE: (Joudly) That is ridiculous! I'm having a hard enough time talking
about this without your questioning my commitment to you. My name is
simply important to who I am—thart’s all. You don’t even have to think
about your name—you know you'll keep it. Why should it be any differ-
ent for me?

MARTIN: Don't get so angry!

MADELINE: Well, I think you're being pretty selfish.

MARTIN: Ditro.

MADELINE: {After a pause.) Let’s just talk about this, okay?

MARTIN: Sweetheart, I'm trying very hard not to let this bother me, and I'm
not really sure why [ feel so upset—but I am. I guess there are a few issues
that we need to cover.

MADELINE: (Taking Ais hand.) I'm ready to listen.

MARTIN: I'm worried that my family will see this as your not accepting our cul-
ture. My grandmother thinks women should use the traditional Spanish de
when they get married.

MADELINE: Madeline De-Romero?
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