ELIT 48A
Instructor Becky Roberts


Final Essay Assignment: Comparison 

Rough Draft Due:3/23
Final Draft Due with process work: 3/28 (final exam)

Process work: one page sketch outline, rough draft (initialed)
Use one of these approaches: 

1. Choose one of the texts you have not already written about, and find a literary article on that story with which you partly or wholly disagree. This could be the article you used for your presentation, but your response to it should expand significantly and focus more on presenting your own contrasting interpretation. The article you use must come from the Literature Resource database unless you have cleared it with me in advance. 
2. Choosing from among the stories you have not yet written about, compare two stories that bring up the same social or psychological issue. Explain the important insights these two texts reveal about the issue and the ways people imagined it in literature.  Some of the main issues we have seen in more that one text: women’s roles, race and slavery’s legacy, repressive religion, the enlightenment philosophy,.  Be sure to tie the two texts together under a unified thesis about the issue.
Audience:


Your target reader is another intelligent college student, who may have read these stories at some point, but doesn’t remember them well.  You do not have to explain plots in detail, but explain your examples thoroughly so that even a stranger who is very different than you could understand your perspective. 

Technical Requirements: 

· About 4-5 pages (minimum 1000 words) typed, double spaced, standard size 12 font.  Please try not to go past 6 pages.

· Include details from the sources and several quotes to support your points

· Use MLA format with parenthetical page references

· Include a works cited at the end for all your sources

Tips:


The most important goal is to show us meanings in the text(s) beyond the surface—plot summary is not passing in a literature course. Make sure your thesis is arguable, specific and supported by the text(s).  If you write a comparison essay, focus more on the similarities between the texts and what these reveal rather than listing the differences. Differences are basically a given in this context since they are different stories and writers. Instead, draw the two stories together into a unified, meaningful interpretation of an issue in early American literature and culture.


If you write an essay using a literary critic, the article you choose is very important.  An author’s biography doesn’t usually offer a sustained interpretation of his or her work, so choose an article that offers an interpretation of your specific story if possible.  If you can’t find that, choose an article that interprets the writer’s approach to an issue and apply that to your story.

If you get stuck or can’t start, I am always happy to help you during office hours.  I am also willing to give feedback on one paragraph via email (I can’t respond to whole essays in email.)

