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Traditional Analytical Essay Checklist of Points

Content
1. Thesis Statement/ Controlling Focus:  (_________ out of 20 points)

A. Does the essay have a properly placed thesis?

B. Is the thesis clearly stated?

C. Does the thesis make a position that can be developed?

D. Is the thesis narrowed and focused?

2. Paragraph Development:   (______________ out of 20 points)

A. Is there enough information and evidence from the text in each paragraph?

B. Is the information developed into smaller and smaller subtopics or does it only repeat the topic sentence?

C. Are the examples explained clearly with lots of detail?

3. Critical Thinking/ Literary Analysis ( _______________ out of 20 points)

A. Does the essay explore a topic in a unique way?

B. Is the information insightful, looking beyond the obvious?

C. Does it probe the topic in depth or just stay on the surface? 

Structure:
   5. Organization: (____________out of 20 points)

D. Does each paragraph have a topic sentence that directly supports the thesis?

E. Does each supporting body paragraph contain information that directly supports the topic sentence?

F. Are there logical transitions between paragraphs and within paragraphs?

4. Grammar and Language (_______________ out of 20 points)

A. Are the grammar rules, usage, punctuation, spelling, and form all used with knowledge and competence?

B. Is there advanced and creative use of diction and syntax?

C. Is the tone consistent and compelling?

Total: ____________ out of 100 points

